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Dear business partners,

The Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry present to your attention
the” Bulgaria in Figures”® edition for
the 17*" consecutive time. As always,
it reflects the view and assessment
of third-party, independent rating
organizations that have proved their
objectivity regarding the overall
economic environment in Bulgaria.

The essential step of adopting the

euro as the national currency has had

a positive effect on the assessments

and rating of our country. However,

they are at the same time quite
negatively affected by the deterioration both in the condition and in the
prospects for development of the global and regional economies. Therefore,
the investors’ decision on a suitable choice of the places for investments will get
significantly complicated.

The mission of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCl) is not
only to make interested parties aware of a predominantly unbiased analysis of
the facts about our country’s performance, but also to support the effective use
of the advantages it offers.

After joining Schengen, the distance in time to our forthcoming acceptance
into the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development is getting
shorter, which will be a well-deserved appreciation of our efforts in this
direction. There are huge financial challenges to all countries — from the
biggest to the smallest ones — but with its latest elections, Bulgaria gave a
serious signal for a long-term horizon for the governance of our country and at
the same time - for the clear responsibility of those that will govern it.

The important conclusion from the last elections and the accompanying
meetings is the prevailing intention to refrain from any changes of the
financial system in the direction of increasing taxes, whose stability, over the
past decades, allowed Bulgaria to achieve - in some years — a balanced budget
and even a budget with a surplus - something unachievable for most countries
around the world. Under the current conditions, this is not impossible but we
all have to be ready and convinced that it will become possible with engaging
the widest circle of experts and with a readiness to make compromises now in
order to avoid enormous deprivations and restrictions in the near future.

In the current edition, we also present Bulgaria’s places in 27 global rankings
and we would like to draw your attention to some critical/negative indicators,
on which we will focus our efforts again in order to make our country more
attractive, of course, with an emphasis on reducing the administrative burden
and achieving an irrefutable rule of law.

We will continue to be open for dialogue and consultations on the basis of our
long experience for many years, our international contacts and established
reputation.

And finally, BCCI remains a reliable assistant to all investors in Bulgaria with
its numerous services. We will continue to work on improving the economic
environment in Bulgaria, on encouraging the trade and investment exchange
and on stimulating investors to be active (bcci.bg/GuidelinesOnActivity),
by organising bilateral and multilateral forums, training sessions and
consultations (bcci.bg/consultation) with a view to providing up-to-date
economic information (bcci.bg/subscribe) to companies so that they facilitate
the implementation of their commercial and economic ideas and plans

Yours faithfully,
Tsvetan Simeonov
President of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry



http://bcci.bg/GuidelinesOnActivity
http://bcci.bg/consultation
http://bcci.bg/subscribe
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REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

NorthCenral region
North-West region 9

<o

Tamovo

North-East region

abrovo
.

South-East region

South-West region

South Central region

In order to keep the contents of Bulgaria in Figures 2026 up to date,
we present you not only with the current Map of the Regions, but
also the Proposal of the Council of Ministers, whose March 2025
Decision laid down a new scope of the regions to be planned under
NUTS-2 in the Republic of Bulgaria; As of February 16, 2026, the
new version of the Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics
(NUTS 2027) has entered into force, adopted by the European
Commission via Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2026/195.
The amendments will enter into force as from 1 January 2027. The
Council of Ministers’ Decision proposes to establish 4 regions for
planning under NUTS-2 in place of the current 6 regions as follows:

NUTS1
Bulgara

NUTS 2

1 Eastregion

NUTS 3

[ North region
I South egion

[ Metropolitan region

General data

State government: Parliamentary Republic
Head of state: President

Head of government: Prime Minister
Capital: Sofia

Area: 110 996,76 sq.km

Administrative and territorial division: 28 districts and 265

municipalities, 6 regions

Population: 6 423 207 persons as of 31.12.2025

Official language: Bulgarian

Religion: Traditional religion in the Republic of Bulgaria is the

Eastern Orthodox creed

National currency: EURO, Euro (1 EUR = 1,95583 BGN)
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Facts about Bulgaria

4 EU,NATO and WTO Membership
4 Bulgaria is part of EUROZONE from 01.01.2026

4 Benefits:
- Economic growth and increased competitiveness
- Reduced transaction costs and a more business-friendly
environment
- Improved international credit rating
- Lower financing costs and mitigating foreign exchange risk
- Increased liquidity and banking sector stability

A Strategic geographical location and openness to foreign
markets: crossroad between Europe, Asia and Africa

4 Stability of the financial environment: Bulgaria's gross public
debt is the third lowest in the EU27 (28,4% of GDP) for the third
quarter of 2025

A4 Business-friendly environment: Simple and low taxation

4 Competitive operational costs and competitive labour level

Main indicators - actual data

Indicator/Unit of measure 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
: GDP (market prices, mill. EUR) '

p-preliminary
Source: Eurostat, Bulgaria National Bank, National Statistical Institute, Ministry of Finance

Macroeconomic forecast

2025 2026 2027

 Gross Domestic Product (% change) 31 22
Employmentgrowth(%)* ..................................... : /10'4
Unemp|oymentrate(%)3539
|nﬂat|on(%)(H|(P)3,5 ......................... 26
| General governmentbalance (G6of6DP)  © 351 41 43
. General government gross debt (%of GOP) | 290 Ry 355

Source: Spring 2026 Economic Forecast, European Commission
*Source for employment growth: Macroeconomic Forecast March 2026 BNB
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BULGARIA
IN THE INTERNATIONAL RANKINGS

Bulgaria has competitive positions in numerous international
indices. According to the following rankings the country has the
best performance in Global Peace and Energy Transition Index. In
2025, Bulgaria improved its positions in several global rankings,
including the Social Resilience Index, World competitiveness and
Globalization Index. A serious decline was observed in Corruption
Perceptions and Bulgaria ranks 56™ out of 70 nations in the 2026
IMD Competitiveness Ranking, securing a steady one-spot climb.
To unlock long-term growth, the country faces the constructive
challenge of balancing political predictability, expanding the
skilled labor pool, and broadening digital integration across all
sectors.

For more information: Bulgaria in the international rankings - as
of 06/2026

Bulgaria in international rankings

Open Budget Survey 2023 (10 125

Digital Economy and Society Index (DESI) 2022
Global Peace 2026

B-READY 2024(Operational Efficiency) 2025
Energy Transition Index 2025

Globalisation Index 2025

Environmental Performance Index 2024
Global Innovation Index 2025

163
101
118
215
180
139
International Property Rights Index 2025 126

Index of Economic Freedom 2026

Country Attractiveness Index in the Venture
Capital & Private Equity 2023

Social Resilience Index 2025

7
125
7
160
164
167
193
193
165

Logistics Performance Index 2023
Freedom and Prosperity Indexes 2026
Prosperity Index 2023

E-Government Development Index 2024
Human Development Index 2024
Economic Freedom of the World 2025
World Competitiveness 2026

World Digital Competitiveness 2025
Gross Domestic Product per capita 2025
World Talent Ranking 2025

Rule of Law Index 2025

Democracy Index 2025

World press freedom index 2026

Global Gender Gap Report 2025
Corruption Perceptions 2025

70
69
192
69
143
167
180
148
182

0 50 100 150 200 250 300
. Bulgaria's rank Total number of ranked countries
Source: Respective websites



https://bcci.bg/resources/files/ranking_2026.pdf
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FOCUS ON TAXATION

Flat-tax system is introduced in Bulgaria - a single 10% rate applied
on personal income and a 10% rate applied on corporate income
(imposed respectively in 2008 and 2007). For more than 15 years
Bulgaria has not changed the low rates of the direct taxes. Since
1999 the standard rate of value-added tax in Bulgaria has been set
on 20%.

In connection with the settlement of the minimum effective
taxation of multinational enterprise groups and of large national
enterprise groups, from 01.01.2024 the surtax rate is the positive
difference between 15 percent and the effective tax rate of the
multinational or large national enterprise group for the jurisdiction.
In Bulgaria, taxpayers are exempted from paying corporation tax
in regions with high unemployment rates. In 2025 about 57% of
municipalities — 151 (of total 265 in Bulgaria) had 25% higher than
the average rate of unemployment for the country and there is 0%
corporate income tax.

Unemployment by municipalities - 0% corporate tax
in regions shown in gold

\Vidin - Region center

Lom - Municipality

Sl 2=
w@‘%&%

o

Sl

771 Municipalities with an unemployment rate 771 Municipalities with an unemployment rate 25%
lower than the country’s average or higher than the country’s average (Art. 183,
an unemployment rate equal to or higher than (1) CITA; Art. 3, (8) RAIPA)
the country’s average (Art. 3, (8) RAIPA)

Source: Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Bulgaria
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Bulgaria has the fourth lowest tax burden in the EU: The overall
tax-to-GDP ratio in Bulgaria is 30,5%, compared to an EU average
of 40,4%.

Top statutory income tax rates and standard
VAT rates in the EU (2025), %

Bulgaria (BG) 10,0
Romania (RO) 16,0
Hungary (HU) 10,8
(zech Republic (C2) 21,0
Estonia (EE) 20,0
Lithuania (LT) 15,0
Cyprus (CY) 12,5
Slovakia (SK) 21,0
Latvia (LV) 20,0
Croatia (HR) 18,0
Poland (PL) 19,0
Ireland (IE) 12,5

Luxembourg (LU)
Malta (MT)
Greece (GR)
Slovenia (SI)
Spain (ES)

Italy (IT)
Germany (DE)
Austria (AT)
Netherlands (NL)
Finland (FI)
France (FR)
Sweden (SE)
Belgium (BE)
Portugal (PT)
Denmark (DK)

24,9

350

22,0
19,0
25,0
278
29,9
24,0
258
20,0
25,8
20,6
25,0
315
220

M Tax on personal income
M Tax on corporate income
[ VAT (standard rates)

Source: European Commission, DG Taxation and Customs Union, Taxes in Europe database
and IBFD data. ANNUAL REPORT ON TAXATION 2025 Review of taxation policies
in EU Member States
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GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

Bulgarian economy has been growing steadily in the recent years,
showing higher rates than the EU average.

Bulgaria's GDP growth accelerated to 3,4% in 2024, driven
robustly by domestic demand. In 2025, despite ongoing global
economic challenges, military conflicts, and a broader slowdown
in the European economy which hampered exports, the country
maintained a strong growth momentum at 3,1%, supported by
resilient private consumption and investment.

Although public investment is expected to remain robust in the
coming years due to the continued use of EU funds, overall GDP
growth is expected to ease due to an expected slowdown in wage
growth and private consumption.

Real GDP growth is forecast to decelerate over the forecast horizon,
mostly due to slowing growth of domestic demand. Private
consumption growth is set to ease, reflecting weaker consumer
confidence and lower wage growth. Public consumption is forecast
to continue supporting GDP growth, which is forecast to be 2,5%
and 2,2% in 2026 and 2027, respectively. The government deficit is
set to exceed 4% of GDP in 2026 and 2027, driven by social spending
and public sector wages.

Real GDP growth rate - volume
% change compared with the previous year

10,0 78

8,0 :

23 25 38 4 41 . 34 31

%8 P 1;, N\ 3 15
ol 2018 2019 \1%( 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025*
-40 3

7

' ~- European Union 27 countries (from 2020) -=- Bulgaria

*Preliminary data Source: Eurostat

Over the past two years, GDP per employee has remained relatively
stable, from 8,4% in 2024 to 9,46% in 2025.

GDP per employed person
current prices, EUR

35000 1 32267
30000 1 W e
som | 24991
20000 A
15000 -
10000 -
5000 -
L TS 7S RS FE R T T 2025

Source: National Statistical Institute
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Gross Domestic Product and Gross Value
Added by economic sectors and economic activity
groupings at current year prices

Million EUR

Economicsectors
and economic activity 2021

groupings

Agriculture, forestry
 and fishing

Mining, quarrying
¢ and manufacturing

: Construction

Wholesale and retail
 trade

- Information and . 4867 57340 6847 7467 8626
i communication i : : : : ]

| Financialandinsurance © 4235 5013: 5326: 6044: 6509
: activities E : : : : ]

¢ Real estate activities

i Professional, scientific ¢ 4319: 5056: 5846: 6363 7239:
¢ and technical activities; : : : : : :
: administrative and ]

: support service activities

 Publicadministration 10021 11608 i 13387 15688 : 17982
: and defence; compulsory : : : : : :
 social security;

¢ education; human health :

¢ and social work activities

¢ Arts, entertainment 1069 12120 1411 1545 1844:
: and recreation, repair : : : : :
: of household goods and

: other services

Gross Value Added

Adjustments (taxes less
¢ subsidies on products )

¢ Gross Domestic L 71377 86081 94708 : 103721 : 116018 :
: Product E 8 8 8 : :
*Preliminary data Source: National Statistical Institute

Gross Domestic Product - Production approach at current prices
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The sectors with the most important role in the growth of gross
value added in 2025 are Wholesale and retail trade (23%) and
"Mining and manufacturing” (19% share).

The Industry sector created 24,4% of GVA of the national economy,
which is an increase of 0,2 percentage points compared to 2024.
In 2025 the Agricultural sector’s relative share in the GVA of the
national economy was 2,8%, which is an increase of 0,1 percentage
points compared with 2024.

Structure of Gross Value Added by economic sectors
and economic activity groupings in 2025

9% Share
1,83%
Arts, entertainment
and recreation,
17,829 repair of household goods
Public administration and other services
and defence; 2,84%
compulsory social security; Agriculture, forestry and fishing
education; human health /

19,16%
Mining, quarrying
and manufacturing

and social work activities

717%

Professional, scientific

and technical activities;
administrative >,

|
|

and support 522%
service activities Construction
8,23%
Real estate activities '
6,45% 2,73%
Financial and insurance Wﬁolesale
activities ~ 8,55% and retail trade

Information
and communication

Source: National Statistical Institute,
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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EXPORT

Following the export decline in 2024, 2025 also shows a downturn
in exports — 43 billion euros and a decrease of almost -2,9%. Exports
contracted in the first half of 2025 due to maintenance works by
major domestic exporters, recovering only partially in the second
half of the year. Exports are expected to recover in 2026, with major
exporters operating closer to, albeit still below, full capacity.

In almost all commodity groups there are significant changes
compared to 2024. The highest growth of all exported goods and
materials for 2025 compared to the previous year’s numbers was
reported by tobacco (33,1%), followed by cement (26,9%) in 2025.

Bulgaria's top 10 export partners, which account for over 55% of
the country's total export volume, are Germany, Romania, Turkey,
Italy, Greece, etc.

Net exports had a negative contributionto GDP growth in 2025. This
was mostly driven by a further decrease in exports compared with
previous years, which is partly explained by one-off factors such as
maintenance works carried out by two major exporters, as well as
strong import growth related to aircraft deliveries. Looking at the
trade balance by trade partner, exports to EU countries recorded a
larger fall than those to non-EU countries. (2026 Country Report -
Bulgaria Source: European Commission, 2026)

Exports by years
Million EUR
500001 47508
44433 43323 5303
40000
34988
300001
200001
10000
01 T T T T
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025%
*Preliminary data Source: Bulgarian National Bank
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Exports by commodity groups

Million EUR
Years 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025*
: Consumer goods © 8471:10797: 10236 9256: 9784

© Food 2329 3 658 3 077 2841 3202

: Tobacco 54; 83; 114; 127; 169

159 1435 1565 1510 150

1 384 1 701 1 618 1410 1320

: Medicines and cosmetics 1289; 1425; 1636; 1642; 1807 :

§"'#ii}}{i't'&r'e"a}{A'i{bij;'e'hk;i&"""'§""i'ébéﬁ""i”éis'§'""1"45'3”5""i'Liia'E"”i'Lii{;
i appliances ] : : : ]

5 Others

i Beverages

i Clothing and footwear

¢ Plastics and rubber

¢ Fertilizers

{ Rawmaterialsforthefood  : 2989 3729: 3905: 3002: 3099:
ndusty TR N T RO S
i Wood products, paper i 675:  855:  659:  663:  564:
¢ and paperboard : ? ? ? ? :

¢ Vehicles

i Sparepartsandequipment 2014 2445

Total non energy §3zooo§ 4o7ss§ 40266§ 39596§ 39444
é__E.n.e.r_s_v__semmpq-t-s_s___.....____.;_._2_8.9_9___.__6..?.2.3 ...... e ams 30
: Petroleum products : 1121 3983 2620 2684 1451

*Preliminary data Source: Bulganan National Bank
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Structure of exports by commodity groups in 2025

9% Share

8,0%
Energy commodities 23,0%

Consumer goods

30,0%
Investment goods

39,0%
Raw materials

Source: Bulgarian National Bank

Exports to the TOP 10 Bulgarian trade partner
countries in 2025

Million EUR

Germany 6166
Romania
Turkey
Italy
Greece
France
Poland
USA

Spain

971
927
869
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000

Source: Bulgarian National Bank

Netherlands
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IMPORT

Import of goods in 2025 marked a positive change of 5,7%
compared to the previous year.

The level of imports in 2025 amounts to more than 53 billion EUR.
The leading partners in terms of imports are China, Germany and
Turkey.

The largest increase in imports was in Raw materials and Energy
Commodities: Raw tobacco (62,2%), followed by coal (49,8%) and
Spare parts and equipment (21,2%), while the largest declines were
in Raw skins (-20,6%), Ores (-17%) and Crude oil and Natural gas
(-8,8%).

Imports by years

60000 - Million EUR
55175

55000 53827

50901
50000 - 49633

45000
40000
35000 1
30000
25000
20000
15000
10000

5000

0 T T T
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025*

*Preliminary data Source: Bulgarian National Bank

39238
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Imports by commodity groups

Million EUR

Y 2021 2022 2023 2024  2025*

*Preliminary data Source: Bulgarian National Bank
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Structure of imports by commodity groups in 2025

9% Share
13,5%
Energy commodities 25,0%
Consumer goods
29,0%
Investment goods
32,5%
Raw materials

Source: Bulgarian National Bank

Imports from the TOP 10 Bulgarian trade partner
countries in 2025

Million EUR

China 6409
Germany
Turkey
Romania
Italy
Greece
Poland
USA
France

1256

Serbia 1243

0,0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000
Source: Bulgarian National Bank
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FOREIGN
DIRECT INVESTMENT

Foreign direct investment in Bulgaria reached EUR 3 262 million
in 2025. The composition of FDI by country in 2025 suggests that
foreign direct investments attracted from Netherlands ( EUR 640
million ), Greece ( EUR 479 million euros) and Italy ( EUR 333 million)
accounted for the largest shares.

Foreign direct investment flows in Bulgaria by years

5000 1 4130 Million EUR
4500 3760
4000 1 3262
3500 1 2857
3000 1
2500 1
2000 4
15004 1148
1000

500 -

0- T T T T
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025%

*Preliminary data Source: Bulgarian National Bank

Foreign direct investment flows in Bulgaria -
TOP 10 countries in 2025

Million EUR

Netherlands 639,60

Greece

[taly

Turkey 301,20
Switzerland 261,30

Germany

UK

Hungary
Austria 193,10
Belgium 181,90

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Source: Bulgarian National Bank

Data represents preliminary annual estimates as of February 2026. Country distribution is based
on the immediate counterparty country principle according to BNB methodology.
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Foreign direct investment flows in Bulgaria

by economic activity

Financial and insurance activities attracted about 28% of all FDI
flows in 2025, followed by Manufacturing (20%); Electricity, gas,
steam and air conditioning supply (11%).

Million EUR

Source: Bulgarian National Bank

TOURISM

Tourism has animportant role in Bulgaria due to its economic, social
and employment potential. The number of international tourists
grew rapidly until 2019. In 2025, Bulgarian tourism continued to
recover, surpassing the pre-pandemic levels.

Foreign tourists in Bulgaria

Thousand

8000 — 7192 7485
7000 - 6637
6000 5508
5000 [~
4000 3173
3000 [~
2000 [~
1000 |~

O T w03 o4 a5

Source: National Statistical Institute

Notes: The included indicators for forming the total value of the "Tourism" point
include - "Visits of foreigners to Bulgaria for the purpose of rest and excursion”
and "Visits of foreigners to Bulgaria for business purposes".

The following reasons for travel do not correspond - "visiting", "transit" and
"others".
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In 2025, the number of foreign tourists in Bulgaria is 7,5 million
people. Foreign tourist has increased by 4% compared to 2024.

Schengen contributes to economic development, the transport
sector, and tourism, facilitates the movement of goods, and helps
promote Bulgaria as a tourist destination. The positive effects will
have a long-term impact and are expected to grow over time.

International tourism revenues reached an all-time high of EUR 4,26
billion in 2025, driven by surging visitor confidence and extended
seasonal travel.

TOP 10 countries ranked by number of tourists
in Bulgaria for 2025

Thousand

Romania 1560
Turkey
Greece
Germany
Ukraine
Serbia

Poland

Republic of
North Macedonia
United Kingdom

Israel

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800
Source: National Statistical Institute

The ranking by total number of visits (including transit) for 2025 is
headed by Romania with 2,62 million visits, followed by Turkey with
2,42 million, Greece with 1,36 million and Germany with 1,02 million
visits.

Revenue from international tourism in Bulgaria

Million EUR

45001 4256
10004 3855 3986
3500 4 3333
3000 4
2009 9160
2000 4
1500 -
1000 -

500

0- T T T T
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source: Bulgarian National Bank
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CONSUMER PRICES

Consumer price indices and annual inflation

In 2025, the average consumer price index was positive at 4,6%, marking
a serious growth from 2024, when it was 2,4%.

HICP inflation is forecast to rise to 4,2% in 2026, mainly driven by higher
energy prices linked to the conflict in the Middle East, recent increases in
food prices and base effects related to the fading impact of the decline
in hospital fees in April 2025. Increased input costs, second-round effects
from higher energy prices, and persistent services inflation are set to
keep inflation elevated in 2026-27.

Consumer price index (annual average inflation rates - %)

1. previous year=100

16
14 1
12 4
10 4

153
9,5
8 4
61 46
. .3,3 2,4 L

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source: National Statistical Institute

N~

o

Annual average consumer price index by main
categories (annual average inflation rates - %)

previous year=100

Main categories 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
5 i 46

’

d other fuels
: Furnishings, household equipment

:and routine household maintenan
‘Health

Communication

 Education

Source: National Statistical Institute
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LABOUR MARKET

Labour force

According to the latest statistics, in 2025 the labor force in Bulgaria
consisted of 3 million people - 53% men and 47% women. The
majority of the workforce (91%) has completed some forms of
higher or upper secondary education.

Labour force
Thousand

Source: National Statistical Institute

Employment

In 2025, the employment rate was 70,7%, a slight decrease from
70,9% in 2024.

In 2025 the number of economically active population aged 15-64
was 2914 thousand and represented 73,5% of the population in the
same age group. Compared with 2024, the activity rate decreased
by 0,5 percentage points.

Employment
Thousand

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
ployment rate i 68,5 70,6: i709 70,7
4 : 5 ' ' i

Source: National Statistical Institute
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Unemployment

The unemployment rate declined to a historic low of 3,5% in
2025. Significant labour shortages persist in key sectors, including
manufacturing, construction, education and health, reflecting
demographic trends and the shrinking working-age population.

Continued labour market tightness is also expected to sustain wage
pressures, albeit to a lesser extent than in recent years. (Spring 2026
Economic Forecast)

Unemployment
9% Change

61 52
3 41 43 4,2
4 35
3 4
2 4
’l 4
0 4 : : : :

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source: National Statistical Institute

Average monthly salary

In 2025, the average labour costs per hour reported in Bulgaria (EUR
12,0) are almost 2.9 times lower than the average (EUR 34,9). In 2025,
average labour costs per hour were estimated at EUR 34.9 in the EU
and at EUR 38,2 in the Eurozone. In 2025, average monthly wages
for employees in Bulgaria have risen to EUR 1 331, a significant
nominal increase of 12,0%.

Average monthly salary of employees by labor
contract

1331 EUR
1200 - 1189
000 1018
889
a0 786
600 4
400 4
200 4
0% T w2 203 T 04 T 205

*Preliminary data
Source: National Statistical Institute, Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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EDUCATION

Higher education plays a crucial role for the development of
intelligent and sustainable economy. Thanks to the efforts of the
higher education institutions in the country, they continue to
attract the most talented students. Bulgarian universities offer a
wide range of specialties.

Higher schools by type

Number
Academicyear 2025/26
Total § 51

niversities and equivalent higher schools

Independent colleges

Source: National Statistical Institute

The types of higher education institutions in Bulgaria are
Universities and equivalent higher schools and Colleges. During
the 2025/2026 academic year in the 51 educational institutions the
total number of the students (in degrees ‘Professional bachelor’,
‘Bachelor’, ‘Master’ and ‘PhD’) is 203 517.

TOP 10 field of education by number of students

in academic year 2025/2026
Number
Business and administration 37750
Health
Education
Engineering and engineering trades

Social and behavioural sciences
Information and Communication
Technologies (ITCs)

Arts

Security services

7809
7781
Law 7510
Languages 6 3.43 . )
0 10000 20000 30000 40000

Source: National Statistical Institute

The most preferred fields of education (for all degrees) in Bulgaria
are “Business and Administration” (19%), followed by “Health”
(14%), “Education”(13%) and “Engineering and engineering trades”
(9%). Universities in Bulgaria attract many international students
due to excellent quality education, diploma recognized in EU/EEA
and beyond, good level of costs and different programs in English,
German and French.
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BULGARIAN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY -

important facts and figures

The BCCl is the leading employers’ association in Bulgaria —
comprising of over 59 000 members and Trade Representation
Offices, in which more than 690 thousand persons are employed on
Employment Contracts (32% of the total, employed in this country).

The BCCl is based on the principles of voluntary membership,
autonomy and self-financing and seeks to establish ethical and
socially responsible relationships in business.

The BCCI contributes to the creation of a more favourable business
environment and dedicates many efforts to the promotion and
support of entrepreneurship and innovation initiatives.

The BCCl is a part of the Association of the Organisations of
Bulgarian Employers (AOBE) - a free union of the four employers’
organisations that are officially acknowledged as representative
under the effective legislation.

The BCCl is a universal organisation in which all members are
companies from various sectors and of different sizes, which
comply with the Code of Business Ethics.

28 Regional Commerce and Industry Chambers and offices
are united in the Unified System of the Bulgarian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.

BCCl participates in over 200 public-private bodies.

BCCI has 294 local bodies in 265 municipalities, i.e. full territorial
coverage of the country is provided.

BCCl is a regular member of the International Chamber of
Commerce (ICC), World Chambers Federation (WCF), Association
of European Chambers of Commerce (Eurochambres), World Trade
Centers Association (WTCA), Association of the Balkan Chambers
(ABC), Regional Cooperation Council, BSEC Business Council,
Central European Initiative (CEl), GS1 AISBL, Silk Road Chamber of
International Commerce (SRCIC), Chambers of Commerce within
the Three Seas Initiative, etc.

A Club of Joint and Foreign Chambers in Bulgaria with over 50
organisations operates at BCCI.

100 Sectoral Organisations — members of the Council of Sectoral
Organisations at BCCI.

An Arbitration Court with more than 125 years of activity operates
at BCCI.

131 years reliable partner and source
of information for entrepreneurs
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BULGARIAN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

The 28 Regional Chambers of Commerce and Industry & offices

https://www.bcci.bg/general-bcci-en.html

Structures and services

BCCI - CENTRE FOR VOCATIONAL TRAINING,
TRANSLATIONS, CONSULTATIONS
AND COMPANY SERVICES EOOD
@ Additional information:
| https://www.center.bcci.bg/15
Main activities:
1. Consultations on economic activity; legal issues; projects for
financing; marketing research; tax issues.
Filling in/elaboration of commercial documents.
Translation / interpretation services.
Training.
5. Fairs and Exhibitions.
For Contacts: Margarita Damyanova
Tel.: (+359 2) 8117 477
E-mail: M.Damyanova@bcci.bg

HwnN

AND MODELING
© Additional information:
| https://3dcenter.bg
Main activities:

‘ 3D CENTER FOR 3D PRINTING, SCANNING

1. Prototyping and production of small series of details using 3D
printers.

Reengineering of details and entire products using 3D scanners.
3D modeling.

Trainings.

5. Research and Development Projects.

HwnN

For Contacts: Vasil Todorov
Tel.: (+359 2) 8117 457
E-mail: office@3dcenter.bg
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TRADE REGISTER
AND MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORATE

@ Additional information:
| https://www.bcci.bg/tradereg-system-en.html

Main activities:

1.

Trade Register Services

A4 Registration of companies, organisations and other legal
persons in the voluntary Unified Trade Register of BCCI;

4 Obligatory registration of the Trade Representation Offices of
foreign persons in Bulgaria;

4 Maintenance and update of the information on the legal
persons, registered in the BCCl Trade Register;

4 Issuing Certificates and Reports in Bulgarian and in foreign
languages about the status and financial condition of the
registered legal persons;

4 Providing verbal and written information in Bulgarian and in
foreign languages with data about the registered legal persons.

Membership with BCCI.
Issuance and validation of documents:

A4 Certificates of origin of Goods, including electronic certificates;
BCCl is the only organisation in Bulgaria accredited by ICC WCF-
Paris to issue Certificates of Origin of Goods. BCCl has a Permit
from the Bulgarian Customs Agency to issue Non-Preferential
Certificates of Origin of Goods;

4 Validation of the signatures of the legal representatives of the
registered legal persons, put on Export Invoices, Declarations,
etc.

Issue of ATA Carnets, including electronic ATA carnets - international
unified customs guarantee documents for temporary importation,
exportationandtransit of goods underthe International Convention
ATA and the Istanbul Convention for Temporary Import.

Issue of Certificates of Force Majeure.

Assistance in obtaining information about the existence and
current status of foreign companies.

BCCl offers services for issuing of personal and professional
qualified electronic signature.

Carrying out interaction with the 28 Regional Commerce and
Industry Chambers and offices.

Carrying out interaction and coordination with the Sectoral
Organisations which are members of the Council of Sectoral
Organisations at BCCI.

For Contacts: Zdravka Georgieva, Director
Tel.: (+359 2) 987 88 84, 8117 476
E-mail: z.georgieva@bcci.bg
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EUROPEAN INTEGRATION AND EUROPEAN

PROJECTS DIRECTORATE

@ Additional information:
http://www.bcci.bg/projectsBCCl.htm
http://www.bcci.bg/seminars-en.html
http://www.bcci.bg/economic-analyses-en.html

Main activities:

1. Participation in EU funded projects.

2. Enhancing the BCCl's capacity to manage activities under EU
programmes.

3. Writing and submitting proposals under EU programmes focused
on innovations and business environment improvement to enforce
the capacity and competitiveness of SMEs and support them to be
smart, green, connected and social.

4. Supporting the development and strengthening of the SMEs,
providing them the opportunities for participation in exchange EU
programmes, free participation in fairs, business missions, match
making events, including them in new business networks etc.

5. Business research inquiries at a request of the customers.

6. Economic analyses by sectors.

7. Database references about the financial results of a company or a
group of companies.

8. Annual classification TOP 100/ TOP 1500 - The leading companies in
the Bulgarian economy.

9. Provision of information based on the annual financial statements
of the companies.

10. Publication of annual financial statements.

For Contacts: Mariana Tancheva, Director

Tel.: (+359 2) 988 34 82; 8117 508

E-mail: mtancheva@bcci.bg

Economic Analysis and Policy Department, Tel.: (+359 2) 8117 410

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

DIRECTORATE

@ Additional information:
http://www.bcci.bg/business-delegations-en.html
http://www.bcci.bg/seminars-en.html
http://www.bcci.bg/company-presentation.html

Main activities:

1. Assistance for establishing business contacts with partners from all
over the word, matchmaking.

2. Organizing workshops and seminars with Bulgarian and foreign
lecturers for entrepreneurs.

3. Organizing business missions.

4. Cooperation with partnering national and international business
organizations.

For Contacts: Gabriela Dimitrova, Director

Tel.: (+359 2) 987 25 38; 8117 489

E-mail: interdpt@bcci.bg, G.Dimitrova@bcci.bg
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ARBITRATION COURT AT BCCI
o Additional information:
| https://www.bcci.bg/bcci-arbitration-court-en.html

Main activities:

1. Out-of-court tribunal institution for fast and efficient settlement of
private law property disputes.

2. Four times lower taxes for big claims in comparison with the taxes,
applied by public court.

3. A possibility in disputes where one party is a foreign person or a

local company with prevailing foreign participation, such party

may appoint a foreign citizen for arbitrator who is not included in
the list of arbitrators for international cases.

93% of the cases are solved within 1 year.

Possibility to involve private law enforcement agents.

AC at BCCl provided to the participants in the arbitration

proceedings access to the case files through bilingual electronic

internet-based platform.

7. The possibility to hear cases remotely via videoconferencing has
been created, which further reduces costs and saves time for the
parties in the arbitration process.

7. Regional lists of arbitrators are created.

Arbitration Clause, recommended by the BCCI: “Any disputes arising
from this contract or concerning it, including disputes arising from
or concerning its interpretation, invalidity, non-performance of
termination, as well as disputes about filling gaps in a contract or
its adaption to newly arisen circumstances, shall be settled by the
Arbitration Court at the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
inaccordance with its Rules for cases based on Arbitration Agreements.”

For Contacts: President of the AC at the BCCI

Natalia Stefanova, Secretary of the Arbitration Court

Nina Nikolova, Secretary of the Arbitration Court

Tel.: (+359 2) 8117 434, 8117 546, 8117 561

E-mail: acourt@bcci.bg

o v s

GS1 BULGARIA
o Additional information:
| http://www.gs1bg.org

Main activities:
Member of GS1 AISBL - non-profit organization that develops and
maintains global standards for unique identification as well as capturing
and sharing product, location, packaging and other data. The standards
improve the efficiency and transparency along the supply chain across
physical and digital channels in 25 sectors. The implementation of GS1
standards helps companies comply with regulatory requirements,
such as the Digital Product Passport, ESG, packaging and others. As
demand for product information grows and packaging space remains
limited, GS1 is working together with the industry to replace one-
dimensional barcodes with 2D barcodes that can carry much more data
(Sunrise 2027). GS1 Bulgaria brings together more than 5000 Bulgarian
companies.

For Contacts: Tzveta Bratanova, CEO
Tel.: (+359 2) 8117 604
E-mail: gs1bulgaria@gsibg.org
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INDUSTRIAL ZONES

INDUSTRIAL ZONES of "National Company Industrial Zones"
http://www.nciz.bg/

SOFIA-BOZHURISHTE INDUSTRIAL PARK, Sofia
INDUSTRIAL AND LOGISTIC PARK - BURGAS, Burgas
FREE ZONE-RUSE, Ruse

TRANSIT TRADE ZONE VARNA, Varna

INDUSTRIAL ZONE ZAGORE, Stara Zagora

Register of Industrial Parks - Ministry of Economy, Investments
and Industry of Bulgaria
The Ministry of Economy, Investments and Industry of Bulgaria maintains

a Register of Industrial Parks under Art. 21. (1) of the Industrial Parks.
BCCl prepared a sample of the data from the register.

TRAKIA ECONOMIC ZONE (TEZ), Plovdiv region - integrates several certified
sub-zones:
- MARITSA CARBON NEUTRAL INDUSTRIAL PARK
- TRAKIA INDUSTRIAL PARK - GREEN TRANSITION, Pazardzhik Municipality
- STRYAMA INDUSTRIAL PARK, Plovdiv Region
- TSALAPITSA INDUSTRIAL PARK, Plovdiv Region
- HI-TECH INDUSTRIAL PARK "RHODOPI", Plovdiv Region
INDUSTRIAL PARK PLEVEN, Telish, Pleven Region
INDUSTRIAL PARK SOFIA, Bozhurishte, Sofia region
VIDIN INDUSTRIAL PARK, Vidin
KARLOVO INDUSTRIAL PARK, Karlovo municipality, Plovdiv region
SUVOROVO INDUSTRIAL PARK - VARNA WEST, Suvorovo municipality, Varna
region
SHUMEN INDUSTRIAL PARK, Shumen
LVZ INDUSTRIAL PARK, Ruse
HI-TECH INDUSTRIAL PARK HEMUS, Sofia
DANUBE INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY PARK SVISHTOV EAD, Svishtov
INDUSTRIAL PARK - BURGAS (PHASE 2, PHASE 1), Burgas
BALKAN INDUSTRIAL PARK, Lovech
INDUSTRIAL PARK - PERNIK, Pernik
DANUBE INDUSTRIAL PARK, Municipality of Vidin
BALKANIINDUSTRIAL PARK, Municipality of Vidin
PLEVEN INDUSTRIAL PARK, Pleven
HEMUS INDUSTRIAL PARK, Sofia Municipality
HEMUS-HARMONY INDUSTRIAL PARK, Sofia Municipality
CHELOPECHENE INDUSTRIAL PARK, Sofia
INDUSTRIAL PARK - RYAKHOVETS, Veliko Tarnovo Region
MADARA-SHUMEN INDUSTRIAL PARK, Shumen
SLIVEN INDUSTRIAL PARK, Sliven
TRILISTNIK INDUSTRIAL PARK, Region Plovdiv
TARGOVISHTE INDUSTRIAL PARK, Targovishte Municipality
GREENYARD TECH PARK, Sliven region
HIGH-TECH PRODUCTION PARK SOFIA - WEST, Sofia
INDUSTRIAL PARK - DOBRICH, Dobrich
RADNEVO INDUSTRIAL PARK, Stara Zagora Region, Radnevo Municipality
For More information: https://www.mi.government.bg/register/registar-na-
industrialnite-parkove-po-chl-21-1-ot-zakona-za-industrialnite-parkove/

OTHER INDUSTRIAL ZONES - BCCI

http://www.bcci.bg/zones/

Through our regional Chambers of commerce and industry, BCCl has made a
Survey of Industrial zones and has sorted the data in a special Register published
on the BCCl website. We attach a sample from the BCCI Register, comprising
some Industrial zones in addition to the ones described above. For more detailed
information about a specific Industrial zone or park, please feel welcome to
contact us.

INDUSTRIAL ZONE, Vratza

INDUSTRIAL ZONE KARDZHALI - SOUTH, Kardzhali
INDUSTRIAL ZONE, Troyan

FREE ZONE - PLOVDIV, Plovdiv

DIMITROVGRAD INDUSTRIAL ZONE, Haskovo
LOGISTICS PARK BPD RUSE, Ruse

PROMINENT SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & R&D PARKS

Sofia Tech Park, Sofia
Lozen Tech Park, Sofia

DIGITAL TOOL FOR REAL-TIME SELECTION

The interactive investment map, developed by the Ministry of Innovation and
Growth of Bulgaria and Invest Bulgaria Agency, provides centralized, accessible
and verified information about land, industrial and logistics zones, science and
technology hubs, as well as educational and research institutions. It is created
as a digital and interactive practical tool for orientation, planning and making
informed decisions by investors at the national and regional level - https://
investmap.government.bg/en.
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The building of Sofia

Commercial and Industrial Chamber
2 Slavianska Str., Sofia

built in 1914

The building of the BCCI
42 Parchevich Str., Sofia
Opened 1995

New building of the BCCI
9 Iskar Str., Sofia
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Guidelines on the Activity of BCCI

Bulgarian Chamber Tel.: (+359 2) 8117 400
of Commerce and Industry Website: www.bcci.bg
9 Iskar Str., 1058 Sofia, Bulgaria E-mail: beei@bcci.bg





