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I. Background of the call

 Supported under the “Business Development, Innovation and SMEs”
Programme Bulgaria 2014-2021 under the Norway Grants;

 Total budget: EUR 26.2 mln (66.29%) – 32 contracts under implementation and 
4 contracts completed; 

 Innovation Norway is selected as Fund Operator;

 First call launched in 2018;

 One competitive call remaining to be launched in Q1 2022 (soft measures for 
business development);

 Travel support to be opened in accordance with COVID-19 developments;

 First start-up call.



II. Your administrative checklist for eligibility
Question Fact Yes No

Who may apply? EU Recommendation 2003/361 & registered in 
Bulgaria under the Commercial Act

√

When should my company be registered? In the period 6 months to 4 years back from the 
application deadline – November 18, 2021

√

What should be the size of my company? Micro & small company – up to 49 employees √

What should be the legal status of my 
company?

My company is not listed on the Stock Exchange √

How was the profit of my company 
utilized?

My company has not yet distributed profit √

How was my company been established? My company is not formed through a merger √

How “sleepy” is my company? My company was economically active in 2020 √

Who is the owner of the company? Only one of the companies in which I have 
ownership as physical person may apply

√



III. Call Frameworks – Focus Area

Green Industry 
Innovation Welfare 

Technology

Two separate budget windows:
 EUR 1.5 mln dedicated to Green Industry Innovation;
 EUR 0.5 mln dedicated to Welfare Technology



III. Call Frameworks – Focus Area

Green Industry 
Innovation Welfare 

Technology

 No formal criteria for NACE Code ;

 The aim is to finance development 
and application of innovative green 
or welfare technology/products, 
processes, and solutions;

 Check projects that have been previously funded – brief summary on all supported 
projects available on: https://eeagrants.org/;

 Two separate Expected outcomes and output files;



III. Call Frameworks – Main Objective

Increased competitiveness 
/ Business growth

Increased revenues

Profits/ Increased profits

 Forecasts to be presented in the Expected outcomes and output files;

 Background estimations to be presented in the Detailed Activity Budget;

 Further details to be presented in the application form.



III. Call Frameworks – Project Budget and Grant Rate
 Minimum grant amount: EUR 5 000;

 Maximum grant amount EUR 80 000 (grant amount check – cell I17 in the Detailed 
Activity Budget will go red  in case the amount is above the limit);

 No budget differentiations between the two focus areas;

 Maximum grant rate 85% under Article 22 of GBER (Regulation (EU) No 651/2014) and 
exceptionally under De minimis (really exceptionally);

 For the Partners when they are contributing in project co-financing: Maximum grant 
rate 60% under Article 25 of GBER (Regulation (EU) No 651/2014) and exceptionally 
under De minimis (really exceptionally);

 No grant rate differentiations between the two focus areas.



III. Call Frameworks – Partnerships

Partners from/ Contributing 
financially

Not-contributing Contributing

From Norway (Donor partnership) Up to 85% Up to 60%

From Bulgaria Up to 85% Up to 60%

 Eligible partners: Any private or public entity, commercial or non-commercial, 
and non-governmental organisations registered in Bulgaria or in Norway;

 Donor Partnership is encouraged and a priority is given  to donor partnership 
projects, in case it is well justified and live;

 Partnership is not mandatory;

 Financial aspects of the partnership:



III. Call Frameworks – Partnerships

 All the aspects of the partnership should be included in the Partnership Agreement, 
including separation of the activities and financial payments – PA template is 
provided;

 The Applicant – Project Promoter is responsible for the project implementation;

 How to find a partner? – Innovation Norway is contributing for the establishment of 
the partnerships but is not providing concrete contacts and matchings. Potential ways 
to find partner:

 Platform: The Explorer (https://www.theexplorer.no/);
 On Programme website: several databases: 

 Digital Matchmaking event – at the end of September 2021

https://www.theexplorer.no/


III. Call Frameworks – Eligible costs

 Remuneration costs – R&D and management;

 Purchase of new and second-hand equipment;

 Costs for consumables and supplies;

 Costs for intangible assets;

 Costs for consultancy;

 Non-deductible value added tax (VAT);

N.B.! In case non-eligible costs are included the application will not be automatically 
rejected.



III. Call Frameworks – Eligibility of the Costs and Project 
Planning

 Application deadline: November 18, 2021 (2 pm Bulgarian time);

 Evaluation period 2-3 months: Plan your project starting date in March
2022;

 All the costs should be made not later than October 31, 2023: Plan your
project not to exceed these duration limits – your application could be 
rejected;

 Project Implementation Plan, Disbursement Plan and Procurement Plan 
should synchronized



III. Call Frameworks – Assessment Process



IV. Documents and Preparation – Mandatory Documents

Expected 
outcomes and 

outputs

Detailed Activity 
Based Budget

Disbursement 
Plan

Letter of 
Commitment

Procurement Plan

Project 
Implementation 

File

Draft Partnership 
Agreement

CVs of the Project 
Team

Self-declaration 
Clean Tax and 

Criminal Records 

Communication 
Plan

Registration 
Certificate

Financial 
Statements



IV. Documents and Preparation – Essential Readings

Standard Terms 
and Conditions

Project Assessment 
Criteria and 

Methodology

Guidelines on 
Cross-Cutting 

Issues

Communication 
Guidelines

Frequently Asked 
Questions

Top Most Common 
Mistakes

Guidelines for the 
Detailed Activity 

Budget and 
Financial Forecast

Glossary of Terms

Application Form –
Guide to Key 
Information



V. Online Application Form

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3



V. Online Application Form



V. Online Application Form



V. Online Application Form



V. Online Application Form



VI. Detailed Activity Budget



VI. Detailed Activity Budget



VI. Detailed Activity Budget



VI. Detailed Activity Budget



Q2, 2021 

Launching the call

Q3, 2021

Promotional &  
information 
campaign

Q4, 2021

Call Deadline

Q1, 2022

Project start & 
Contracts presented

Q4, 2021

Assessment Process & 
Interviews with the 

shortlisted Applicants

Q4, 2023

Projects completed

31st of October 2023

Time Schedule

Assessment

Project implementation



Благодаря за 
вниманието!

Може да задавате допълнителни 
въпроси на:

bg.business@innovationnorway.no


