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UNITED NATIONS

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

UNECE Industrial Restructuring, Energy and Enterprise Development Division

Team of Specialists on Internet Enterprise Development (TSIED)

Minutes of the Conference Call  

8 April 2005, 15.00 CET

The Bureau of TSIED held a telephone conference call on 8th April 2005. The following persons participated:

Chairman


Mr. Patrick Gannon, Chairman of the TSIED, President and CEO, OASIS  
            (USA)

Members of the Bureau Present


            Mr. George Gomelauri, Founding Director, Engineer and Management Group
            (Georgia)

Mr. Nurbek Toichubaev, Director, The Information Future Public Foundation   

(Kyrgyzstan)

Members of the Bureau not Present

Mr. Istvan Erenyi, Head, Ministry of Information and Telecommunicaton (Hungary)

Mr. Yury Fontanov, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Communications and Informatization (Russian Federation) 

Mr. Zoran Jolevski, Secretary General, Workshop on Intellectual Property Rights and Trade Facilitation, (FYR of Macedonia)
Mr. Georgi Stoev, Executive Director, Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Bulgaria)

Ms. Silvia-Adriana Ticau, State Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Informarmaton Technology (Romania)

Secretariat

      Ms. Michiko Enomoto, Secretary to the TSIED, UNECE 

      Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton, UNECE 

      Mr. Mitja Jarh, UNECE 

At the opening Ms. Enomoto informed the members of the Bureau on the recent changes in the IREED Division where her work will continue in collaboration with Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton and Mr. Mitja Jarh.

The main points discussed during the conference call were:


a.) Updates on E-Authentication Project and the Information Future Project
b.) Forum on  “ICT Outsourcing in the UNECE Region: Challenges & Opportunities” (Moscow, Russian Federation)

c.) Membership of the TSIED Bureau

d.) Future work and scope of the TSIED

1. Updates on Project Proposals by Mr. Georgi Stoev (E-Authentication

      Project) and by Mr. Nurbek Toichubaev (Information Future Project)

i.) E-Authentication and the E-Repository Project

With reference to the initial proposal submitted by Mr. Georgi Stoev, the Bureau suggested further elaboration highlighting the linkages between E-Authentication and the E-Repository project. In addition, project objectives, description of proposed activities, time frame, proposed budget, deliverables and expected results should be clearly stated. The Bureau requested Mr. Stoev to contact Mr. Petraitis on further collaboration with the E-Repository project proposal and to provide a more detailed draft of the project before the next meeting on 13 May 2005. Equally, the Bureau requested Mr. David Petraitis to provide further elaboration on project objectives, description of proposed activities, time frame, proposed budget, deliverables and expected results of the E-Repository Project.

The Secretariat provided general information and rules of TSIED fund raising principles stating that all newly raised funds under the name of TSIED would be credited to UNECE trust fund for TSIED. Specially raised funds for particular purposes can be set aside, if donor(s) wish to do so. Expenditure from UN trust fund is subject to the UN rules and regulation.

ii.) Information Future Project

Mr. Nurbek Toichubaev informed the Bureau of the preparation of the conference on “Providing villagers with the access to information through Public Information Centers creation and its sustainable development” in Kyrgyzstan. The members of the Bureau have received the information notice outlining the objective, modalities and target audience of the conference. The funding of the conference was preliminary agreed with the UNDP and Soros Foundation. The TSIED agreed to support the conference once he secured the necessary funding. The conference would be then held in collaboration with the UNECE.

2. Forum on ICT “Outsourcing in the UNECE Region: Challenges & 

      Opportunities” 

As a follow up to the seminar held in Brussels in October 2004 the TSIED was requested to organize a seminar on “ICT Outsourcing in the UNECE Region: Challenges & Opportunities“. The Secretariat contacted Mr. Yury Fontanov, Deputy Director General, at the Russian Ministry of Communications and Informatization requesting his view and exploring support from his ministry in organizing the Seminar in Moscow. However, the Secretariat received no reply to date. The Bureau requested the Secretariat to explore different high level contacts in Russian Federation.

3. Membership of the TSIED Bureau

The Secretariat received a letter from Albanian Ambassador recommending Dr. Fatos Dega to become a member of the TSIED. The Bureau approved the request.

Ms. Enomoto expressed concern that some of the Bureau members are not active in contributing to TSIED activities, thus the need to strengthen further the current TSIED Bureau. The Bureau advised the Secretariat to monitor the participation and to request inactive members to appoint a replacement or other representative who could contribute to the work of the TSIED. 

Ms. Enomoto requested present members to submit their CVs to the Secretariat, which would then be used for promotional purposes on the work of the TSIED.

4. Future Work and Scope of the TSIED

With reference to the forthcoming UNECE Trade Industry and Enterprise Development Week from 23 to 27 May 2005 the Bureau elaborated on the scope of its future work. Mr. Hamilton suggested to TSIED to streamline and to focus its activities in line with the UN Millennium Development goals as to underline the links between the use of ICT and development in its agenda. He also stressed the need to assure enough resources to fund the activities and future work of TSIED.

5. Date and Time of the Next Venue

The Bureau confirmed the date of the next teleconference on 13th of May at 15.00 CET (Central European Time).
PAGE  
1

