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UNITED NATIONS

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

UNECE Industrial Restructuring, Energy and Enterprise Development Division

Team of Specialists on Internet Enterprise Development (TSIED)

Minutes of the Conference Call
 10 March 2005, 14:00 GMT

The Bureau of the TSIED held a telephone conference call on 10 March 2005. The following persons participated:

Chairperson: 

Mr. Patrick Gannon, President & CEO, OASIS (USA)

Participants: 

Mr. George Gomelauri, Founding Director, Engineering & Management Group (Georgia)

Mr. Georgi Stoev, Executive Director, Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Bulgaria

Mr. Nurbek Toichubaev, Director, “ The Information Future” Fund, Kyrgyzstan

Mr. Jolevski Zoran, Office of the Presidency (The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia)

Bureau Members not present:

Mr. Mr. Istvan Erényi, Head, Ministry of Information and Telecommunication (Hungary)

Mr. Yuri Fontanov, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Communications and Information (Russian Federation)

Ms. Silvia-Adriana Ticau, Senator (Romania)

Secretariat:

Ms. Michiko Enomoto, Secretary to the TSIED, UNECE 

Ms. Maddalena Liccione (UNECE)

Agenda of Conference Call

1. Project Proposals submitted by bureau members:

a. E-authentification project  (by Mr. Georgi Stoev)

b. The information future project  (by Mr. Nurbek Toichubaev)

2. New membership for TSIED bureau

3. Information from the Secretariat

4. World Summit on Information Society in Tunis (November 2005)

Discussion

1. Mr. Patrick Gannon chaired the telephone conference and welcomed all the members. Ms. Michiko Enomoto introduced Ms. Maddalena Liccione, who recently joined UNECE as an Intern to support her work on Knowledge Based Economy Programme. Ms. Liccione will also provide assistance to the work of the TSIED till the end of her internship assignments (July 2005).

Project Proposals

2. Mr. Gerorgi Stoev explained briefly his proposal on electronic authentication, and sought support from TSIED for his fundraising effort (i.e. to EU’s Sixth Framework Programme). Mr. Gannon mentioned that his proposal is complementary to the Bureau’s e-repository project to be considered by the Bureau. Mr Gannon requested Mr. Stoev to elaborate further his proposal (i.e. objectives, proposed activities, time-frame, budget and possible outcomes). The Secretariat invited Mr. Stoev to contact Mr. Petraitis (UNECE Consultant who completed the first phase of the e-repository project) to discuss possible integration of the two projects. The Secretariat also requested him to provide information on the EU’s Sixth Framework so that they can circulate information to other bureau members.

3. On behalf of Mr. Nurbek Toichubaev (as his telephone line was disconnected), the Secretariat informed the bureau members that Mr. Toichubaev made a progress in his fund-raising efforts for a regional conference on ICT access points to be held in Bishkek. Mr. Toichubaev requested cooperation from the TSIED Bureau and from UNECE once he secures the funds for his project.  

New membership for TSIED bureau

4. Ms. Enomoto informed the bureau members that the Secretariat had received a letter from the Albanian ambassador in Geneva, recommending Dr. Fatos Dega to serve as a TSIED bureau member, representing Albania. Dr. Dega was very active in our seminar on 9 February and interested in the TSIED’s e-repository project. The Secretariat supported the Ambassador’s recommendation and requested comments from the bureau members. Mr. Gannon expressed that he had no objections to welcome Dr. Dega as a bureau member. He suggested to discuss this issue at the next teleconference in April 2005 as some of the participating bureau members had already existed from the teleconference.  
Information from the Secretariat

5. Ms. Enomoto informed the bureau members that she had submitted a project proposal on capacity-building for ICT policy-making under the framework of UN Development Account Project on behalf of UNECE. The main activities of the proposal are: 1) to set up a sub-regional network of national decision-makers from Central Asia and the neighboring countries to support development and implantation of relevant national and sub-regional ICT policies and strategies; 2) to organize a capacity-building seminar for national decision-makers on ICT policies. As a requirement of the project, UNECE needs to work in cooperation with UNESCAP (United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific) once the project receives approval from UN New York.  She expressed that UNECE would like to work closely with TSIED bureau members for the implementation of the project, once the project receives approval. 
World Summit on Information Society in Tunis (November 2005)

6. Mr. Gannon enquired whether it was possible for TSIED to make a presentation on their work at the WSIS in Tunis in November 2005. Ms. Enomoto informed the Bureau that UNECE would have no plans to organize events at WSIS except a side event jointly organized by the head of all UN regional commissions (UNECE, UNESCAP, UNESCWA, UNECA, UNECLAC). It was agreed that Mr. Gannon would write to Mr. George Kowalski (Director, IREEDD) expressing his interest to make a presentation at that side event.

Others

7. Mr. Gannon requested the Secretariat to update the TSIED website. 

8. Mr. Gannon suggested discussing the planned forum on outsourcing in Russia (September 2005) in next scheduled teleconference in April 2005. 
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