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India Country Facts

• 28 states with 8 Union territories. 

• Population - 1.4 Billion

• GDP – $ 4Trillion Economy. 

• 23 Official languages. 

• Religion – Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Muslims and Christians,



1. Aiming to be 5 Trillion Economy in 2025 
2. India to witness an estimated GDP Growth of 

7.6% in 2023-24
3. Total FDI inflows in the country in the FY 

2023-24 is $971.521 Bn (Apr 2000 to Dec 
2023) and total FDI equity inflows stands at 
$666.477 Bn (Apr 2000 to Dec 2023).

India Country Facts



• Demographic Dividend – Largest youth and adolescent 
population.

• India has the third-largest group of scientists and 
technicians in the world. (BCG Report)

• By 2030, it is estimated that around 42% of India’s 
population would be urbanised from 31% in 2011.

India Country Facts





Democratising Digitization



Generative AI innovations



Oppurtunities 

• Agriculture
• Skill Development and Mobility
• Fin-tech
• Defence and Aerospace
• Infrastructure
• Renewable Energy
• Manufacturing –
• Pharmaceuticals 
• Electronics. 
• Services ( IT, Tourism and Retailand E-Commerece)



Intellectual Property Challenges

45 billion euro direct sale loss



https://ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk



Questions?

Self-learning 
materials

Training Workshops 
& Webinars

Website IP tools
& Blog

Helpdesk services

One-on-one 
sessions

FREE OF CHARGE!



Signaling Tool  to attract investments, provide consumer 
confidence and sense of reliability

Exclusive Rights  to manufacture, sell, distribute, use, import, 
license

Key to enter new markets  attractiveness to develop partnerships 
& collaborations + secure your position on a news market

Freedom to operate  for  defensive portfolio, cross-licensing

IMPORTANCE OF IP IN YOUR INNOVATION STRATEGY



AUDIT



STEP 1 - KNOW YOUR IP BY PERFORMING AN IP AUDIT
Conduct an IP Audit : Conduct a systematic review of all the intellectual property 
rights (whether registered or not) that you own, use or that you have acquired 
from a third party, or perhaps outsourced to a third party. 
❖ Create an inventory of your potential IP assets. 
❖ Ascertain legal status, territorial coverage, value, and related risk. 
❖ IP Audits should be carried out regularly (at least once a year).



STRATEGIZE



STEP 2 – UNDERSTAND WHAT TO PROTECT AND HOW  TO 
PROTECT 

Align the IP strategy with your business strategy

� What IP assets are essential to achieve your business goals
❖ Prioritize protection needs
❖ Expected ROI/ risks if lack of protection/ budget/ …

� Assess territorial coverage 
❖ what are your markets (current, future, potential)?
❖ what are your competitor’s markets?
❖ where are your potential investors ?
❖ where will you manufacture or outsource development?

Having an IP Strategy is a must – evolving strategy



INTERNATIONALIZE 
Conduct Searches



STEP 3 – INTERNATIONAL SEARCHES

Carry out a worldwide Preliminary Search.

Why ? 

❑ Avoid Infringing Others' 
Rights.

❑ You can claim an Exclusive Right

❑ Provides you Strategies & Insights for 
market entry.( Competitors and Collaborators)

Source : EPO,https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet.html 



PATENT SEARCH

https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/search.jsf

https://ipindiaservices.gov.in/publicsearch

https://ipindiaservices.gov.in/publicsearch


TRADE MARK SEARCH

https://www3.wipo.int/branddb/en/

https://ipindiaonline.gov.in/tmrpublicsearch/frmmain.aspx

https://www3.wipo.int/branddb/en/
https://ipindiaonline.gov.in/tmrpublicsearch/frmmain.aspx


INDIAN LAWS AND SPECIFICITIES



IP STATASTICS



Patent Trends



• Every second patent granted in India between 2016 and 

2021 is related to green technology.

• Overall 61,186 patents related to green tech were granted in 

that period, out of which 26% are related to alternative 

energy production”. 

• The most notable trend since 2002 is the growth of solar 

technology. In 2002, solar accounted for just over a quarter 

of published PCT applications for renewables, while in 2019, 

they accounted for over half of them. 

INDIA CLIMATE CRISIS



Indian Patent Office

• Filing of patent applications has increased by 13.57%, from 58503 in 2020-21 to 
66440 in 2021-22.

• The patent applications filed by nationals have surpassed the patent applications 
filed by foreigners in India. 

• Patent granted for patent applications have increased by 5.95%, from 28385 in 
2020-21 to 30073 in 2021-22. d. 

• Average pendency of patent applications at first examination level has been 
reduced to less than 12 months from the date of request of filing of request for 
examination (RQ) in all fields of technology.



Filing Patents In India:

Two paths- International , National 
Office. 

• During Processing Of Patent 
Application : Furnish Details.

• After Patent Is Granted : 
Statement of Working.

 PATENTS
Software – Patents and Copyright 
protection. 

The PCT application timeline. 







 TRADEMARKS

Source- WIPO

• A distinguishing mark or sign, should 
link to the origin (product/ enterprise). 

• Duration - 10 years and can be 
renewed.

• Sourcing from India, make sure 
proper contracts are entered into with 
manufactures.



• Protection of “ “Non-traditional trademarks” and “Well-known Trademarks”

• Term of Trademark protection  is for a period of 10 years with possibility of renewal

• Provision for registration of multi-class trademark applications 

• Unregistered Trademarks protection under common law

• Principle of first to use versus first to file

• Issues with registration due to first to 
use 

• Infringement

• Difficult enforcement of unregistered 
trademarks

Watch out for 
CHALLENGES

 TRADEMARKS



Designs  In India:
• Registration Of Design Mandated In 

India For Protection.

 DESIGNS & COPYRIGHTS

Copyright protection for software In India

• Databases protected under copyright legislation.
• Registration of Source Code- First 10 pages – 

last 10 pages of entire source code. (Rule 70(5) 
Copyright Rules 2013)

• Manuals can be protected with copyright notice.



• Term of Design protection is for a period 
of 10 years with possibility of extension 
for additional 5 years

• Grace period of 6 months, conditions 
apply…

• Duration of the Copyright protection depends on 
nature of work

• Works published outside India are automatically 
protected under Berne Convention BUT 
registration is mandatory to initiate action 
against infringement

• Unlike in the EU, unregistered industrial 
design is not enforceable

• Be careful about overlap between the 
industrial design and copyright

Watch out for 
CHALLENGES!

 DESIGNS & COPYRIGHTS



 INDIAN LAWS & PARTICULARITES

Trade secrets are  
protected under Indian 
Penal Code, The Contract 
Act.

Make sure trade secrets and IP are in general protected 
through relevant contractual agreements.

o Technology contracts (co-development, tech 
transfer, consultancy and service agreements)

o Trade mark and patent licensing agreements
o Manufacturing agreements (OEM, outsourcing, 

etc.)
o Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDA) and 

confidentiality agreements 
o Employment agreements.
o IT-related agreements.

“Google utilizes a wealth of information 
about its users, such as previous search 
queries, locations, social networking 
data, and other personal information, 
which it may maintain as a trade secret 
well beyond the expiration date of its 
patents, to improve its current search 
queries and its targeted advertising to 
those users”.- Brenda M Simon & Ted 
Sichelman



BRANDING- Indian E-Commerce Market



Challenges of IP Infringing Products



Enforcement
Civil Remedies-

• Interlocutory Injunctions,

• Mareva, Anton Piller Orders (Search and 
Seizures)

• Damages or Accounts of Profit  

Criminal Remedies-

• Falsifying and falsely applying trademarks

• False descriptions.

Custom Measures 

• Prohibit import/ export of goods.

Civil EnforcementCriminal Enforcement 



Stay connected



FAQs

 
● We have a patent/trademark in Europe, can I protect in India  ?

● We have the algorithm/program on cloud, how can I protect it ?

● What will be the approximate costs of patenting in India ?

● How does the enforcement mechanisms function ?

 



Good Practices
Early and Comprehensive IP Assessment

● Identify and Catalogue IP Assets: Clearly identify all IP assets (patents, trademarks, designs, copyrights) before 
entering the Indian market

● Check Existing Registrations: Verify what is already registered in India and what needs to be protected under 
local law.

2. Register IP Rights Locally
File for Protection in India: Register trademarks, patents, and designs with the Indian IP Office to secure rights within 
the jurisdiction. India does not automatically recognize EU registrations.

3. Use Clear and Enforceable Agreements

● Draft Robust Contracts: Ensure all licensing, manufacturing, and distribution agreements explicitly state IP 
ownership, usage rights, and confidentiality obligations.

● Include IP Transfer Clauses: In employment and supplier contracts, include clauses that assign any new 
inventions or developments to the SME.

● Use Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs): Protect sensitive information with NDAs, especially during negotiations 
and collaborations



Good Practices
4. Educate and Monitor Partners

● Train Local Partners and Employees: Educate Indian partners, employees, and licensees on proper IP handling 
and confidentiality.

● Monitor Compliance: Regularly monitor partners and licensees to ensure they adhere to IP terms and do not 
infringe or misuse your IP

5. Leverage Support Services

● Use the India IP SME Helpdesk: Access free, tailor-made advice, training, and resources specifically designed for 
EU SMEs in India.

● Attend Workshops and Webinars: Participate in events focused on IP protection in India to stay updated on best 
practices and regulatory changes




