Bulgarian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

Association of Balkan Chambers

To the attention of the Governments of the Ballegian

DECLARATION

By the Association of Balkan Chambers

We, the members of the Association of Balkan Chambaving signed the
declaration herein taking into account:

the growing political and social tensions in themiies of Northern Africa and the
Mediterranean region, which jeopardize the suskdéndevelopment of the Balkan
region

the efforts of the governments in the above-cigggdans directed towards localizing
the expansion of the conflict with democratic measu

And

the increased activity of public authorities in Ba&lkan region to strengthen the
cooperation between the countries

hereby INSIST on:

Strengthening the centralized measures in neigiMpoegions and their stabilization
as well as

Stepping up the measures taken by the governmgaiasa corruption and shadow
economy in order to reduce them to tolerable levels

Reduction of administrative barriers and burdensluding state taxes to create more
favourable environment for the economic developnogéeitrepreneurship;
Intensification of the work as to removing of thahd non-tariff barriers;

Further liberalization of trade in the region ircadance with the CEFTA agreement
2006

Discontinuance of the increase of direct and imdireaxes and social security
contributions, which trend has been observed inesBalkan countries;
Implementation of efficient and effective prograrts fight unemployment, the
measure being especially important in the ongo&wgvery from the economic crisis.



* Improvement and development of infrastructure ie tegion by implementing
common regional projects /materialization and iasneg the number of border
crossings, railways and air transport facilitigs,/e

We, the representatives of the members of the Aasme of Balkan Chambers
hereby pledge our readiness for partnership in emphting the above-cited

measures.
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