EU Member States' request for lifting ban of importation of plant products
As of 27 March
	 
	Requested item

* Embassy's comment
	Request date
	status

	Italy
	fresh fruit of kiwifruits

*The detailed test records on cold treatment delivered in 2009 triggered a series of supplementary questions in which we tried to answer in several instalments until July 2013. A final evaluation from MAFF on the data is expected on the basis of available elements (i.e. without conducting new test) by the end of March. As for the other varieties, Italy has not yet provided detailed data on the systems of pest control as a result of dedicated testing.
	Started in October 2001 but effectively resumed in 2007 and after
	6

	
	fresh fruit of grapes
	Started in October 2001 but effectively resumed in 2007 and 2010
	4

	
	fresh fruit of apples
	Started in October 2001 but effectively resumed in 2007 and 2010
	4

	
	fresh fruit of pears
	Started in October 2001 but effectively resumed in 2007 and 2010
	4

	The Netherlands
* No real urgence anymore although it would to be nice have these bans lifted. Not on the high priority list but no intention to withdraw these request. Also keen on other MS's requested items (such as pears and apples)

	Fresh potatoes

*After many years of discussion and no results, it turned out to be impossible and NL decided to stop discussing the potato issue bilaterally.


	May, 1995
	1

	
	Seedling of Rosaceae
	October, 1997
	1

	Greece
	Fresh fruit of Citrus

*There was not continuity on this matter on behalf of greek citrus producers/exporters.


	December, 2004
	1

	Spain
	Fresh fruit of persimmons
	December, 2012
	1

	
	Fresh fruit of tomatoes
	December, 2012
	1

	Hungary
	Recognition of free area of the Mediterranean fruit fly and the potato wart etc…
	February, 1998
	1

	
	Fresh fruit of red peppers
	June, 1997
	1

	France
	Fresh fruit of kiwifruits
	November, 2007
	1

	
	Fresh fruit of tomatoes
	February, 1998
	1

	
	Fresh fruit of apples (addition of quarantine measures and approved varieties)
	November, 2007
	1

	Belgium
	Fresh fruit of green peppers

*The initial request in 1993 didn’t go anywhere. The interest to lift the embargo for this product (and eggplants) was renewed in a correspondence from our Food Safety Agency in 2005 but it never left the first step of the procedure either.


	March, 1993
	1

	
	Fresh fruit of pears
	May, 2012
	1

	Portugal
	Fresh fruit of cherries
	July, 2013
	1


* Outside of lifing ban category:

1) Suppression of the currently imposed preclearance in lily bulbs exports (FR)
2) Maintenance on the existing conditions (NL)

Procedures for lifting the ban of importation
1. Request for lifting the ban of importation from requesting country

2. Submission of a plan of test or survey by requesting country

3. Examination of the plan by MAFF

4. Development of disinfestation method or survey for pest free area by requesting country

5. Submission of the data of test or survey by requesting country

6. Examination of the data by MAFF

7. Submission of plan of on-site confirmatory test or survey by requesting country

8. Examination of the plan by MAFF

9. Implementation of the on-site confirmatory test or survey by MAFF

10. Submission of the data of the on-site confirmatory test or survey by requesting country

11. Examination of the data by MAFF

（Explanation meetings for domestic producer if necessary）
12. Gathering the public comments and conducting the public hearing by MAFF

13. Amendment to the regulation by MAFF
（Provisional Translation）

Shoichi Nakagawa, Minister

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

22 September 1999

Standard Evaluation Procedure under Plant Quarantine for the Request for Lifting a ban on plant import

Standard evaluation procedure for the request for lifting a ban on plant import to Japan, based

on the provision of Article 7.1 of Plant Protection Law (Law No. 151 1950, hereinafter referred

to as "the Law"), shall be stipulated as follows.
Ⅰ Evaluation for the request of exporting countries for lift a ban on plant import (Bilateral Procedure)

1. Request for lifting a ban on plant import

(1) Any country with hopes to export plants that Japan prohibit to be imported under the

provision of Article 7.1 of the Law, (hereinafter referred to as "Requesting Country") may

submit a paper of the request for lifting the ban to the Plant Protection Authority of the

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (hereinafter referred to as "Plant Protection

Authority"). The request may contain plan of the test or survey specified in section 2.

(2) Plant Protection Authority, when it receives the request from Requesting Country, shall notify the Requesting Country, in writing, that it must submit plan of the test or survey specified in section 2; and furthermore, Plant Protection Authority shall announce the name of the Requesting Country, the date of the request, the name of the requested plant, the name of the target quarantine pests (hereinafter referred to as "target pests"), and expected procedure in the future on the bulletin of Japan External Trade Organization (hereinafter referred to as "JETRO Daily").

2. Plan of the test or survey

 2.1. Submission of plan of the test or survey

(1) Requesting Country shall submit a plan of the test or survey that identifies the name of

the requested plant and the target pests to Plant Protection Authority.

(2) In case of 1, Plant Protection Authority may indicate guideline for the plan of the test or survey. Technical discussion may be held between experts of both countries prior to initiation of the plan, if necessary. Plant Protection Authority may request Requesting

Country to revise the content of the submitted plan.

 2.2. Announcement of plan of the test or survey

 Plant Protection Authorities shall announce the summary of the plan of test or survey and   expected procedure in the future on JETRO Daily.

3. Evaluation of result of the test or survey

 3.1. Implementation of the test or survey and submission of the data obtained

(1) Requesting Country shall conduct the test or survey based on the plan, and shall submit the data in the end to Plant Protection Authority.

(2) Requesting country shall clarify the following points:

(a) The test data shall show the complete disinfestation or disinfection of the target pests by the methods specified in the plan.

(b) The survey data shall show the absence of the target pests in the area specified in the plan.

 3.2. Evaluation of the test or survey data

(1) Plant Protection Authority shall examine whether the test or survey data is obtained from adequate test or survey from the technical and scientific viewpoints.

(2) Plant Protection Authority shall notify Requesting Country in writing of the result of the

examination of the test or survey data.

 3.3 Announcement of the summary of the results of the tests or surveys

Plant Protection Authority shall announce the summary of the result of the test or survey

and expected procedure in the future on JETRO Daily.

4. Plan of on-site confirmatory test or survey

 4.1. Submission of plan of on-site confirmatory test or survey

Requesting Country, when it receives the notification that the PRA has confirmed that the

submitted data is appropriate from the technical and scientific viewpoints, shall submit the plan

which clarifies how, when, and where the on-site confirmatory test or survey is implemented.

Plant Protection Authority may request Requesting Country to revise the submitted plan of

the on-site confirmatory tests or survey.

 4..2. Announcement of plan of on-site confirmatory test or survey

Plant Protection Authorities shall announce the summary of the plan of the on-site confirmatory test or survey and expected procedure in the future on JETRO Daily.

5. Confirmation of result of the on-site confirmatory test or survey

5.1. Implementation of the on-site confirmatory test or survey and submission of the data obtained from the test or survey

(1) Requesting Country shall conduct the on-site confirmatory test or survey, under the

attendance of the expert delegated from Plant Protection Authority, based on the plan of the on-site confirmatory test or survey, and shall submit the data obtained from the test or

survey to Plant Protection Authorities.

(2) Submitted data of the on-site confirmatory test or survey shall meet following

requirements:

(a) The test data shall show the complete disinfestation or disinfection of target  pests by the methods specified in the plan.

(b) The survey data shall show the absence of the presence of target pests in the area specified in the plan.
5.2. Evaluation of on-site confirmatory test data or survey data.

(1) Plant Protection Authority shall confirm that the submitted on-site confirmatory test data or survey data is obtained from adequate on-site confirmatory test or survey from the

technical and scientific viewpoints.

(2) Plant Protection Authorities shall notify, in writing, the Requesting Country of the result

of examination against the on-site confirmatory test data or survey data.

5.3. Announcement of the summary of result of the on-site confirmatory test or survey

Plant Protection Authorities shall announce the summary of the result of the confirmation of the on-site confirmatory test data or survey data and expected procedures in the future on JETRO Daily. Evaluation of request of exporting countries for lifting 
Ⅱ a ban on plant import (Domestic Procedure)

1. Plant Protection Authority shall examine the validity of lifting a ban on import based on the

result of the test or survey and the validity of the on-site confirmatory test or survey.

2. Plant Protection Authority shall gather opinions, in conducting the examination of section 1

above, in accordance with following methods:

(1) Gathering opinions by public hearing held in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 5.2 of the Law applied under paragraph 4 of Article 7 of the Law.

(2) Gathering opinions from the public

3. Plant Protection Authority shall conduct the examination of section 1 above based on the

opinions gathered in section 2 above and, if Plant Protection Authority decides it is appropriate, Plant Protection Authority shall amend such relevant regulations as ministerial ordinance
